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Cameroon is considered as the citadel of Africa taking its vegetation,                                                                                         
climatic and geographical features, as the measuring rod.				 In its 
outstretch from latitude 2° to 13° N and longitude 8°25’ to 16°20’ E, 
this beautiful and enchanting natural wonder, which possesses a 
coastline stretching 350 km with the Atlantic ocean and a flourishing, 
if not peculiar flora and fauna, presents itself as a culmination of all 
that is Africa, embodied in one piece. Thus the appellation, Africa in 
miniature. 
				
With a population of nearly 20 million people spread out in a land 
area of 475,442 km², Cameroon is a melting pot of ethnic groupings. 
Although English and French are the official languages due to 
Cameroon’s colonial heritage, this cradle of our forefathers is 
endowed with over 200 national languages or dialects which linguistic 
specialists and researchers are trying to group in to regions in order to 
include some of the major ones in the school curriculum. 


��������
	������������	
Cameroon’s uniqueness extends to its history. From a colony of the 
German Imperial Court in 1884 following the conference in Berlin 
during which Africa was partitioned, Cameroon was handed over to 
Britain and France as a League of Nations Trusteeship after the First 
World War in which Germany was defeated by the allied forces. The 
annexation took place following the treaty of Versailles, France in 
1919.  This situation prevailed until after the Second World War when 
Cameroon became a United Nations mandated territory under the 
same colonial landlords, Britain and France. France had the Lion share 
of the territory east of the Mungo River. British Cameroons which 
consisted of Northern and Southern Cameroons was administered 
from Nigeria. 
 
France granted independence to French Cameroons on the 1st of 
January 1960. British Cameroons had to decide through a United 
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Nation organized plebiscite on February 11th 1961 as to whether to be 
integrated with an independent Federal Republic of Nigeria or reunify 
with the Republic of Cameroon. British 
Cameroons was split with the Northern 
part voting to stay with Nigeria and 
Southern Cameroons deciding to reunify 
with the Republic of Cameroon, a union 
which was consecrated on the 1st of 
October 1961 in a two-state federation. 
This status changed on May 20, 1972 
when in a referendum Cameroon opted for a United Republic and in 
1984, through a constitutional amendment, the country became known 
as the Republic of Cameroon, an adaptation from the former French 
Cameroons. Today the nation is celebrating 50 years of independence 
as a prelude to the celebration of the golden jubilee of the 
reunification of the two parts in 2011. 
	
��
�����  
Cameroon, after a few unstable years due to tribal and political 
exigencies, is a multi-party democracy with the main party being the 
Cameroon Peoples Democratic Movement CPDM whose leader 
President Paul BIYA is also the President of the Republic. It should be 
noted here that Cameroon has well over 200 political parties with the 
Social Democratic Front SDF being the main opposition party. 
President Paul BIYA is Cameroon’s second president since 
independence.  The immediate post independent leader was President 
AHMADOU AHIDJO who surprisingly resigned in November 1982, 
handing over the helm of power to President Paul BIYA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Unity Palace in Yaounde H. E.  Mr. Paul BIYA  

President of Republic of Cameroon 

The Reunification Monument in Yaounde 
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Cameroon has remained a haven of peace within the sub-region and is 
among the very few African countries with a stable administration. 

�������	�������	�������	�������		 			
The economic crisis of the 80s and 90s almost dealt the country a cruel 
blow especially after the devaluation of the CFA franc and the drastic 
cut in the salaries of civil servants in the early 90s. But the astuteness 
of its leadership and the patience of the people of Cameroon, the boat 
was kept afloat. Certain primary and cash products suffered a decline 
in production as world prices determined from the west kept 
fluctuating. The economy may not be considered as booming yet but 
the country has introduced strategic measures for Cameroon to 
become an emerging economy by the year 2035. The president is 
putting everything in line for the success of this project which will, 
hopefully, help in alleviating poverty and other social hazards that 
plague the ordinary Cameroonian. Cameroon’s industrial base will be 
widened especially in agriculture, mining and energy supply within 
the sub-region. 
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It is expected that with improvements in these major areas of the 
economy and a good road infrastructure, Cameroon’s future will be 
ensured. 

 
����������������������������	 							
Cameroon’s tourism potential is immeasurable. With its variety of 
flora and fauna, rolling hills and a rich plateau of verdant and 
undulating lands, the beauty of its sahelian landscaping with a wide 
variety of animal species, a specificity of its own, extended and 
beautiful beaches stretching from Limbe to Kribi not forgetting its 
cultural exuberance and peoples of different races, Cameroon stands 
out distinctly as a tourist bonanza. The government is getting more 
and more fully engaged in adding more luster to this so far, not too 
extensively exploited potential. 
 
Yaoundé, which is Cameroon’s administrative or institutional capital, 
is in itself a tourist attraction. This city of nearly two-million people 

pompously stands in the 
centre of seven very 
attractive hills which 
the natives call 
“NKOL”. It provides a 
variety of landscapes 
with historic 
monuments dotted here 
and there as testimony 
of its rich and 
outstanding heritage. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATIO 
The peak of the Mindif in 

Maroua 
The Limbe Zoo harbours 
a wide variety of wildlife 

The Yaounde City Center 

Traditional dance of Kapsiki in 
Far North Cameroon 
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Cameroon’s peculiarities extend to its system of education and this is 
because of its colonial past. English and French 
systems operate concurrently, with secondary 
schools end of course examinations being run 
by the GCE Board for the English sub-system 
and the Baccalaureate Board for the French 
sub-system. Bilingualism is however the 
national official policy. Similar to the legal  
system, efforts are being made to harmonize  
the system of education by adopting the strengths of each of the sub-
systems. One major step government has taken is to make primary 
school education free in order to encourage greater scholarisation and 
reduce illiteracy. 
 
Higher education is getting more and more professional. Cameroon 
now has seven state universities with professional schools attached to 
them and many privately run universities both managed by private 
groups and by church organizations. Thousands of young people 
graduate each year from these universities posing a very serious 
unemployment threat. But again, outlets are being traced out by 
government in order to provide possibilities for self employment. 

 
������	
Cameroon stands out distinctly as one of Africa’s most representative 
nation in the arena of international sports. It has the highest number of 
participations in the FIFA world cup finals, South Africa 2010 
included. It was the first ever African nation to get to the quarter finals 
of the world cup in 1990. Cameroon in 
2000 won an Olympic gold medal in 
the Olympics in Sydney-Australia. It 
has also featured prominently in other 
disciplines particularly triple jump 
with Françoise Mbango’s two gold 
medals in Greece and China and in 
boxing with medals won by  
Joseph BESSALA (of blessed memory) and NDONGO EBANGA. 

The Yaounde Multi-
Sports Complex 

The Ministry of Basic 
Education 
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Sports complexes are being envisaged all over the country to 
complement the Yaounde multi-sports complex which was 
constructed with the assistance of our Chinese partners. 

���
�����	
Cameroon enjoys good diplomatic 
relations with many countries of the 
world and is a member of a good 
number of world and regional 
organizations including the African 
Union, United Nations Organization, 
CEMAC, the Francophonie and the 
Commonwealth etc. As an eloquent  
testimony of its peaceful nature, Cameroon was able to resolve what 
could have been an explosive situation in the Bakassi peninsula 
peacefully with neighbouring Nigeria, thanks to the then United 
Nations Secretary General, KOFFI ANNAN as the go-between. 
				
����������������������������������������������������  
Freedom of expression and the press are highly respected in 
Cameroon. Following the enactment of the liberty of Association laws 
of 1990, the gateway was opened for 
a free press and the formation of 
associations and NGOs. In 2000, the 
audio-visual sector was liberalized. 
Today, Cameroon can boast of 
hundreds of state and private-owned 
newspapers, radio and television 
stations. Cameroon Radio Television 
in the audio-visual sector remains the only broadcast medium that 
covers most of the national territory. It is a State-owned corporation. 
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During the forum, a first aid unit will be operational within the 
vicinity of the forum. The unit will operate 24hrs/24hrs and will be 
based at the Hilton hotel. This unit will be equipped with qualified 

The Green Tree Accord putting an end to the 
Conflict over the Bakassi Peninsula 

The CRTV production center in Yaounde 
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Doctors and nurses and with all essential drugs. The unit will operate 
in direct collaboration with the Yaounde Central Hospital. During the 
forum, participants could get in touch with a team of highly qualified 
medical experts for any emergency through any of the following 
numbers: 

�  Professor KINGUE Samuel        Tel: 77 70 04 77/ 99 12 22 23 
�  Doctor ETOUNDI MBALLA     Tel: 77 70 21 67 

It is important that forum participants with specific health needs 
address themselves to Professor KINGUE Samuel for close follow-up. 
Visitors to Cameroon are expected to take the cholera and yellow 
fever vaccines and may be asked to show proof of this by presenting a 
vaccination card at the airport. 

����
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Participants will be furnished with other necessary information on 
their arrival in Cameroon. Like the great Cameroonian artist MANU 
DIBANGO would say “Welcome to the home of your beloved”. 
Enjoy the hospitality of a very gregarious set of people and share with 
them the love of living in peace and unity with one another. 
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